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possession of morals, both public and private, any moral
lapse means a blow to the Congress. This is the necessary
implication of non-violence. If the Congress non-violence
is merely confined to abstention from causing physical hurt
to the British officials and their dependants, such non-
violence can never bring us independence. It is bound to
be worsted in the final heat. Indeed, we shall find it to
be worthless, if not positively harmful, long before the final
heat is reached.
There is considerable force in the argument of those
who have conceived Congress non-violence in that narrow
light when they say that it is a broken reed.
If on the other hand non-violence, with all the impli-
cations, is the Congress policy, let every Congressman examine
himself and reconstruct himself accordingly. Let him not
wait for instructions from the Working Committee. After
all the Working Committee can act only in so far as it
interprets the public mind. And non-violence is not a
quality to be evolved or expressed to order. It is an in-
ward growth depending for sustenance upon intense indi-
vidual effort.
I have received several letters offering the writers'
names for enrolment as volunteers ready to immolate
themselves at times of rioting and the like. To these writers
I would suggest that they enlist co-workers themselves, from
local corps, and begin training in accordance with the
suggestion I have made. Let them not confine themselves
merely to preparedness for emergencies, but for the daily
walk of life in all its departments, personal, domestic, social,
economic, political, religious. Only thus will they find
themselves more than ready for dealing with emergencies
in their own localities or beats. They may not aim, except
indirectly, at influencing events happening hundreds of
miles away from their scene of activity. That ability will
come, if the right beginning is made in the first instance.
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